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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

June 8th - Go Karting (Carolynn)
June 18th - 20th Plymouth (Carolynn)
June 25th - 26th MCS Photography Course (Sonja)
July 6th - Curry Night (Carolynn)
July 23rd - 30th Cornwall Trip (Andy)
July 23rd-26th Advanced Nitrox & Deco Course
August 13-14 Portland  (Chris Knight)
August 18th - Golf (Carolynn)
August 20th - Family Day & BBQ
September 18th - Epsom & Ewell Village Day
September 24-25 Portland   (Chris Knight)
October 8th-9th - Cycling Weekend (TBC)
October 21st - 28th Red Sea Trip (Chris Knight)
November 2nd - AGM
December 3rd - Dinner Dance
July 2017 3rd-10th - Ireland Trip (Harry)
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Cano Island - Costa Rica
Alick

In recent years, Peggy and I have often managed to 
tack on a few days diving to the end of a foreign holi-
GD\�DQG�LQ�-DQXDU\�WKDW·V�ZKDW�ZH�GLG�LQ�&RVWD�5LFD��
Costa Rica is a great place for adventure sports, with 
white water rafting, zip lining, canopy walks, trekking 
DQG�VXUÀQJ�DOO�RQ�RIIHU��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�WKH�KRW�SRROV��
ZRQGHUIXO�EHDFKHV�DQG�DPD]LQJ�ELUGV�DQG�ZLOGOLIH�

After a bit of research, we chose to dive in the ma-
ULQH�VDQFWXDU\�DW�&DQR� ,VODQG�RII� WKH�3DFLÀF�FRDVW�
DQG�D�VKRUW�ERDW�ULGH�IURP�'UDNH·V�%D\�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�
:HVW� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\��*HWWLQJ� WKHUH� IURP�6DQ� -XDQ�
involved a scenic 45 minute hop in a light aircraft 
WR�DUULYH�DW�D�JUDVV�MXQJOH�DLUVWULS��:H�ERRNHG�LQ�DW�
the comfortable if not luxurious resort of Jinetes de 
Osa, which also offered diving packages in conjunc-
WLRQ�ZLWK�&RVWD�5LFD�'LYHUV��:H�WUDYHO�ZLWK�MXVW�RXU�
masks and dive computers and rent everything else 
VR�ZH�ZHUH�SOHDVHG�WR�ÀQG�WKDW�WKH�HTXLSPHQW�WKHUH�
ZDV�RI�D�UHDVRQDEOH�VWDQGDUG�

The diving itself was excellent, with 20-30 metre 
visibility and plentiful marine life from sharks, rays, 
jacks and schools of trevally down to juvenile dragon 
ZUDVVH��DQJHOÀVK�DQG�WKH�JODPRURXV�PRRULVK�LGROV��
There were pretty rock formations with some corals 
and bits of sandy bottom which the rays seemed to 
OLNH��$W�RWKHU�WLPHV�RI�WKH�\HDU�WKHUH�DUH�YDVW�VFKRROV�
of pelagics including humpback whales and dol-
SKLQV�PLJUDWLQJ�XS�WKH�FRDVW��7KH�ERQXV�LQ�-DQXDU\�
ZDV�WKH�FDOPHU�ZDWHUV�DQG�UHODWLYH�DEVHQFH�RI�UDLQ�

We dived from a hard boat with a guide in a group 
of six or so, usually down a shot line to depths of 
DURXQG����PHWUHV��,�VWDUWHG�RII�LQ�D��PP�VKRUW\�EXW�
was soon just in a t-shirt and bathers as the water 
ZDV�D�OX[XULRXV���&�HYHQ�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�

'UDNH·V�%D\�LV�D�ELW�RI�D�EDFNSDFNHU�WRZQ�VHW�RQ�D�
ZLGH�VDQG\�EHDFK�IULQJHG�E\�SDOP�WUHHV��:H�DUH�DF-
customed to regard Sir Francis as a national hero, 
ERZOV� SOD\HU� DQG� FRQTXHURU� RI� WKH�$UPDGD�� +HUH�
WKH\�MXVW�WKLQN�KH�ZDV�D�SLUDWH��7KHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�
bars and restaurants as an alternative to the resort 
hotels as long as you remember the torch for the 
ZDON� KRPH�� ,W� KDV� DQ� RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\� DGYHQWXURXV�
IHHO�WKDW�\RX�GRQ·W�JHW�LQ�WKH�0DOGLYHV�RU�5HG�6HD�IRU�
H[DPSOH��'LUHFW�ÁLJKWV� IURP�*DWZLFN� IURP�0D\�ZLOO�
EULQJ�LW�D�OLWWOH�FORVHU�IRU�XV�%ULWV�



 

Tris and I drove down to Weymouth on Friday af-
ternoon in plenty of time to meet up with Paul, from 
Shorebased Servicing, to hand over some cylin-
GHUV�DQG�UHJV� IRU� WHVWLQJ��$IWHU�VRPH� LQLWLDO�FRQIX-
sion over which “slipway by the car park” we were 
meeting at, we handed over the kit and headed off 
WR�3HEEOH�%DQN�+ROLGD\�3DUN�YLD�WKH�ÀVK�DQG�FKLS�
VKRS�

We arrived at our caravan, T24, ate far too many 
chips and then unpacked whilst awaiting the arrival 
RI�'DYLG��6XH�DQG�-DQLFH�ZKR�ZH�ZHUH�VKDULQJ�ZLWK�

We were tempted down to the bar to meet up with 
Harry, Andy and Adam to discuss the arrangements 
IRU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GD\·V�GLYLQJ��

Saturday morning brought with it brilliant sunshine, 
a calm sea but also the necessity to awaken the 
inhabitants of T23 to ask them to move vehicles so 
that we could get the rib out!

Harry Adam & Tristan launched the boat at the Sail-
ing club and then met the divers at Portland Har-
ERXU�QH[W�WR�+RWHO�$TXD��
(YHU\RQH�NLWWHG�XS�DQG�JRW�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�GLYH�RI�
WKH�VHDVRQ�²�WKH�¶JRRG�ROG·�&RXQWHVV�RI�(UQH��:H�
ZHUH�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�ZDYH�DORQJ�ZLWK�$QG\��6XH��%U\DQ�
DQG�-DQLFH�
The visibility on the Countess was a (better than 
H[SHFWHG�� ����PHWUHV��6KH�ZDV� FRYHUHG�ZLWK� VHD�
VTXLUWV��SOXPRVH�DQHPRQHV�DQG�IHDWKHU\�K\GURLGV��
We also spotted a very large edible crab, several 
VSRQJHV�DQG�D�FDQG\�VWULSHG�ÁDWZRUP��
For the second dive we popped outside the harbour 
IRU�D�YHU\�SOHDVDQW�GULIW�GLYH��7KHUH�ZDV�D�SOHDVDQW��
gentle tide which decided to change direction part 
ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�GLYH�
We saw many lovely fan worms, more feathery hy-
droids, two massive spider crabs and an enormous 
ZUDVVH��ZKLFK�ZDV�DURXQG��IW�ORQJ�

NOT !e Easter Trip
Sonja

Who? - Tris, Sonja, Dave, Sue, Janice, Harry, 
Adam, Andy, Bryan, & Eddie
Where? – Weymouth, RIB launched from Port-
ODQG�+DUERXU�QH[W�WR�+RWHO�$TXD��
Why? – The Easter trip is a gentle introduc-
tion at the start of the new dive season to re-
DFFOLPDWLVH��UHDFTXDLQW��DQG�FKHFN�RXW�NLW��LW·V�D�
VKDNHGRZQ�DIWHU�WKH�ZLQWHU��,�SHUVRQDOO\�KDG�QRW�
dived since the Malta trip last October, so this 
ZDV�YHU\�QHFHVVDU\�DIWHU�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV�RII�



 

Sunday saw us diving Lulworth Banks, again in 
EULJKW� VXQVKLQH�� -DQLFH�� 7ULVWDQ� DQG�P\VHOI� GLYHG�
WRJHWKHU��:H�GLVFXVVHG�RXU�DUUDQJHPHQWV� IRU�GLY-
LQJ�DV�D�WKUHH�EHIRUH�HQWHULQJ�WKH�ZDWHU��+RZHYHU��
when we dropped down to 20 meters, we were met 
with a strong tide and any chance of our planned 
´IRUPDWLRQµ�GLYLQJ�UDSLGO\�GLVDSSHDUHG��

As we drifted we collected many large scallops from 
WKH�VHD�EHG��7KH�VPDOOHU�RQHV�GDQFHG�DURXQG�XV�
DV�RXU�PRYHPHQW�GLVWXUEHG� WKHP��-DQLFH�ZDV� WKH�
only member of our team with the foresight to bring 
a goody bag; and so Tris and I spent 30 minutes 
ORDGLQJ�WKH�SUL]HG�IRRG�LQWR�-DQLFH·V�EDJ��
:H�GLGQ·W� DSSUHFLDWH� KRZ�PXFK�RI� D�PLVWDNH� WKLV�
ZDV�XQWLO�ZH�WULHG�WR�DVFHQG��(YHQ�WKHQ�,�VWXEERUQO\�
UHIXVHG�WR�OHDYH�WKH�VFDOORSV�EHKLQG�
6XIÀFH�LW�WR�VD\��QR�VWRSV�ZHUH�PLVVHG��EXW�OHVVRQV�
KDYH�EHHQ�OHDUQW�

Many thanks to Harry for organising a great week-
HQG�DQG�WR�DOO�WKH�ERDW�KDQGOHUV�

NOT !e Easter Trip
Sonja



 

Word Search Results

ANEMONE
BRYZOAN
BUOYANCY
CRAB
GROUPER
HYDROID
LITTLEHAMPTON LOBSTER
MAKO 
OCTOPUS
RAY 
SEAHORSE
SHARK
SOUTHERN
SPONGE

These are the results from the word search!
6DGO\�ZH�GRQ·W�KDYH�DQ\�ZLQQHUV��EXW�GRQ·W�GHVSDLU�WKHUH·V�D�QHZ�
FKDOOHQJH�IRU�\RX�RQ�WKH�QH[W�SDJH�



 

Marine ID Fun

/HW�PH�NQRZ�KRZ�PDQ\�VSHFLHV�\RX�FDQ�LGHQWLI\�LQ�WKLV�SLFWXUH�IURP�/XQG\�

Available in higher res at the following url:
KWWSV���ZZZ�LFORXG�FRP�VKDUHGDOEXP��%��*�;%XEEPP�$


