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January 2016 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

January 20th - Pool Games
January 27th - Try Dive
February 10th - Mark Powell talk (TBC)
February 13th - Quiz Night
February 13th & 14th - London Dive Show
Ferbury 20th - CPROX course
March 2nd - Skills refresher
March 9th - London Dive Lectures
March 13th - Boat refresher
April 16th & 17th - Not the Easter Dive Trip (Harry)
April 23rd - Theatre Trip (Carolynn) 
May 7th & 8th - Weymouth Trip (Carolynn)
May 21st - 26th - Lundy (Del)
June 18th - 20th Plymouth (Carolynn)
Portland   13-14 August (Chris Knight)
Portland   24-25 September (Chris Knight)
October 21st - 28th Red Sea Trip (Chris Knight)
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London Aquarium

On a “Winny the pooh blustery sort of a day”. Fifteen 

intrepid moles headed off to the big city. Undeterred 

by tales of Barney, who was threatening to create 

ÁRRGV�DQG�IDOOHQ�WUHHV�DQG�WKHUHE\�GLVUXSW�WUDYHO��7KH�
moles were tempted by an intriguing combination of 

EXEEOHV�DQG�FKLSV�DQG�WDOHV�RI�PDULQH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��
ZKLFK� KDG� EHHQ� SURPLVHG� DW� 7KH�2FHDQ� RI� 6WDUV�
HYHQW�DW�WKH�/RQGRQ�DTXDULXP���

(LJKW�PROHV�PHW�DW� WKH�VWDWLRQ�NQRZQ�DV�´/HDWKHU-
head” in preparation for catching the “17:41” – six 

more were gathered up by the train along the way 

WR�WKH�SODFH�NQRZQ�DV�´:DWHUORRµ��7KH�ODVW�PROH�ZDV�
met “under the clock” which was tricky as many, 

many other people were also gathered “under the 

clock”

6RPH�PROHV�WKHQ�GLVSHUVHG�WR�IHHG�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�

pasties, but this was OK as this had been anticipat-

ed, and extra time had been allowed for the moles 

WR� IHHG� WKHPVHOYHV� EHIRUH� ÀQLVKLQJ� WKHLU� MRXUQH\���
7KH�PROH�NQRZQ�DV�$O\�²�WKHQ�OHG�WKH�ZD\��DV�VKH�
seemed to know where she was going, the other 

moles followed, although she was hard to spot in the 

FURZG�DQG�ZDONHG�UDSLGO\��7KH�PROHV�EUDFHG�WKHP-

VHOYHV�DJDLQVW� WKH�ZLQG��DQG�PDUYHOHG�DW� WKH��´ELJ�
wheel”, which was lit up with red lights and looked 

GUDPDWLF�DJDLQVW�WKH�GDUN��VWRUP\�1RYHPEHU�VN\��

$W�WKH�DOORWWHG�WLPH�RI��SP��WKH�PROHV�ZHUH�DOORZHG�
LQWR� WKH� /RQGRQ� $TXDULXP� DQG� ZHUH�� IRU� D� ZKLOH�

VDIH� IURP�WKH�ZLQG��$V�WKH\�YHQWXUHG� LQWR� WKH�GDUN�
unknown, they resisted the temptation to lay them-

VHOYHV�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�JODVV�ÁRRU�WR�DGPLUH�WKH�VKDUNV�
EHORZ�DQG�EUDYHO\�FRQWLQXHG�GHHSHU� LQ� WKH�DTXDU-
LXP�ZKHUH�PRUH� WUHDVXUHV� UHYHDOHG� WKHPVHOYHV� WR�
the intrepid explorers. 

7KH�PROHV�ZHUH�KDSS\� WR�EH�SUHVHQWHG�ZLWK� ¶EXE-

EOHV·� WR�TXHQFK�WKHLU� WKLUVW�DIWHU�WKH�ORQJ�DQG�DUGX-

RXV�MRXUQH\��7KH\�PDUYHOHG�DW�WKH�XQGXODWLQJ�VQDNH�
ORFN�DQHPRQHV��WKH�SLSHÀVK�� WKH�PHVPHULVLQJ� MHOO\�
ÀVK��WKH�RFWRSXV�DQG�DW�WKH�VWUDQJH�PDUNLQJV�RQ�WKH�
backs of the rays. 



 

Chips and bubbly turns out to be a winning com-
ELQDWLRQ� DQG� GHVSLWH� %DUQH\·V� EHVW� HIIRUWV�� WUDYHO�
ZDV�QRW�GLVUXSWHG��DQG�DOO�WKH�PROHV�PDGH�LW�EDFN�
to their various destinations safely.

$V�WKH�������IURP�:DWHUORR�GLVSDWFKHG�WKH�WUDYHO-
lers back to  their rightful destinations, with the last 

RI�WKHP�DUULYLQJ�EDFN�DW�/HDWKHUKHDG��WKXV�FRPSOHW-
LQJ�WKHLU�MRXUQH\����DUULYLQJ�KRPH��VOHHS\��EXW�KDSS\�
that they had got up close to some amazing marine 

life and had supported, in a small way, the organisa-

WLRQV�WKDW�DUH�GRLQJ�VRPH�YHU\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�ZRUN�WR�
protect the marine life in our oceans. 

7KDQNV� WR�&DURO\QQ� IRU�VXJJHVWLQJ� WKH� WULS�DQG� WR�
HYHU\RQH� ZKR� VXSSRUWHG� WKH� HYHQW�� GHÀQLWHO\� D�
night to remember!

But seriously - despite a security alarm and a 
EULHI�WULS�RXWVLGH��ZH�KDG�D�JUHDW�WLPH�DQG�OHDUQW�
a lot from the speakers from Bite Back and the 
0&6��6KDUN·V�ÀQV�DUH�EHLQJ�EURXJKW�LQWR�WKH�8.�
IRU�VKDUN·V�ÀQ�VRXS��VKRFNLQJ�VWXII��
We were warned that a video once watched 
FRXOG�QRW�EH�HUDVHG�IURP�WKH�PHPRU\��DQG�WKLV�
SURYHG�WR�EH�WUXH��WKH�VLJKW�RI�VKDUNV�EHLQJ�´GH�
ÀQQHGµ�DQG�WKURZQ�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU�WR�GLH�ZDV�
WUXO\�KRUULÀF�

London Aquarium



 

Awards

Novice of the year
Sue Wayland

Member of the year
Carolynn Royce

Diver of the Year
Mike Naylor



 

Malta
Sonja & Carolynn

When

1st – 6th October – the plan – travel on Thursday 
�VW�� GLYH� )ULGD\�� 6DWXUGD\�� 6XQGD\�� 0RQGD\� ²� ��
GLYHV�D�GD\�DQG�WKHQ�Á\�EDFN�ODWH�RQ�7XHVGD\�DIWHU�
D���KU�QR�Á\�SHULRG�

Who

'HO��.HLWK��7ULVWDQ��6RQMD��&DURO\QQ��$GDP��+LODU\��
-DQHW��$OLFN��&KULV�.QLJKW��0LNH�1D\ORU��0LNH�%DLOH\��
(GGLH��&KDPS��'DYLG�(GZDUGV��.DUHQ�%URZQH��QRW�
diving)

Accomodation

We were met at the airport and transported to our 
apartments at St Pauls Bay. The Sands apart-
PHQWV� DUH� IXQFWLRQDO� DSDUWPHQWV�� IXUQLVKHG� ZLWK�
divers in mind and are part of the dive package 

with Maltaqua. The apartment block includes a wet 
room for washing out and storing dive gear which is 
great (although not so great for drying kit and this 
was done on the apartment balconies).

The Dives

Friday���DIWHU�ÀOOLQJ�RXW�WKH�UHTXLVLWH�SDSHUZRUN�ZH�
were taken to Cirkewwa (which now has a proper 
building with toilets and showers – so no more por-
WDORRV����:H�ZHUH�VSOLW� LQWR�JURXSV��OLVWHQHG�WR�RXU�
YDULRXV�GLYH�EULHÀQJV� �GRQ·W� WRXFK� WKH�ÀUH�ZRUPV��
and headed out to the entry point at the steps for 
RXU�´FKHFN�GLYHµ�ZKLFK�ZDV�HLWKHU�D�SOHDVDQW� UHHI�
dive (although the exit was via a shallow rocky area 
which resembled a washing machine) or a dive on 
the Rozi.  After a surface interval with snacks (never 
knowingly underfed….) the various groups headed 
out to dive either the wrecks of the The Rozi or the 
P29. 

Saturday -  we were transported to the south coast 
to carry out two dives on the El Faroud – a 115m 
long oil tanker. 
After a swim out to the wreck we dropped down and 
followed our guide along the gangway of the wreck 
and then did some lovely swim-throughs – barra-
cudas etc. The second dive was back out to the El 
Faroud but it is such a large wreck that you need at 
least 2 dives to see it all.



 

Malta
Sonja & Carolynn

Sunday�ZDV�DQ�HDUO\�VWDUW��ZLWK�D�VKRUW�WULS�RQ�WKH�
IHUU\� WR�*R]R��ZH�GLYHG� WKH� LQODQG� VHD�²�ZLWK� LWV�
rose algae followed by the blue hole of Gozo.
&DURO\QQ��$GDP�DQG�.HLWK�ZHQW�RII�WR�;DWW�O�$KPDU�
WR�GLYH�WKH�ZUHFN�RI�WKH�09�.DUZHOD��D�VPDOO�IHUU\��
as an alternative to Blue Hole.

Monday saw us headed off for a dive from a boat 
which had been hired by Maltaqua so that we could 
GLYH�WKH�&RPLQR�&DYHV��7KH�ÀUVW�GLYH�ZDV�DW�/DQ-
WHUQ�3RLQW�DQG�LQFOXGHG�D�FKLPQH\��VHYHUDO�RFWRSXV�
and a dusky grouper. The second dive (Santa Ma-
ria caves) was a very relaxed and beautiful cavern dive and was a fantastic last dive which ended with a 
ÀVK�IHHGLQJ�IUHQ]\��

Altogether a fun trip with lots of relaxed diving even if some exits were a bit challenging!! Having said that 
HYHU\RQH�KHOSV�HDFK�RWKHU�VR�LI�\RX�VWUXJJOH�WR�JHW�\RXU�ÀQV�RII��VRPHRQH�ZLOO�EH�WKHUH�WR�KHOS�\RX�RU�\RX�
give you a hand up at the exit point.



 

Photography
Competition

Above Water Winner - Janet

Below Water Winner - Del 

Photographer of the Year - Andy



 

Word Search!
Word Search - 15 diving / marine related words are hidden below. 
Email your answers to Sonja by the 20th of January.


