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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

December 5th - Dinner Dance
January 20th - Pool Games
January 27th - Try Dive
February 13th & 14th - London Dive Show
May 7th & 8th - Weymouth Trip (Carolynn)
May 21st - 26th - Lundy (Del)
June 18th - 20th Plymouth (Carolynn)
Portland   13-14 August (Chris Knight)
Portland   24-25 September (Chris Knight)
October 21st - 28th Red Sea Trip (Chris Knight)
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MVSAC COMMITTEE 

Janet Wynn - Chairperson
$O\�0LWFKHOO���7UDLQLQJ�2IÀFHU�������������
Carolynn Royce - Social secretary 
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Sue Wayland - Secretary
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Dartmouth
Carolynn

����� VDZ�XV�GLYLQJ�RXW� RI�'DUWPRXWK� IRU� WKH� ÀUVW�
time for a few years. Dartmouth is of course an in-
credibly picturesque town overlooking Kingswear 
which is on the other side of the Estuary. Friday 
10th July saw 10 moles arrive down a very narrow 
lane to a self catering house with a stunning view 
over the Estuary.

 We had been warned that the house was on a 
VWHHS�KLOO�DQG�WKH\�ZHUHQ·W�MRNLQJ��'HVSLWH�WKDW�ZH�
managed it down the hill for some food and back up 
after a couple of liveners……
On the Saturday we met Tony, the Skipper of 
Falcon II who was incredibly friendly and helpful. 
Falcon II is not the biggest boat in the world but 
the skipper and his crew more than made up for 
WKLV��7KH�ÀUVW�GLYH�RQ�WKH�6DWXUGD\�ZDV�RQ�WKH�7KH�
Newholm, a 3400 ton steamer that was mined on 
her way back to Middlesborough in September 
1917. It was a good dive where we got a max depth 

of around 37m. Keith did a bit of rummaging and 
came back with a couple of forks from the wreck, 
one engraved with the name of the boat. The wind 
ZDV�GHÀQLWHO\�JHWWLQJ�XS�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�DQG�RXU�VHF-
ond dive was in the shelter at Down End Point. 
While we left harbour on Saturday morning with 10 
GLYHUV� DQG� UHWXUQHG� ZLWK� ���� WKHUH� ZDV� GHÀQLWHO\�
something unfamiliar about one of the divers………
Eddie it seemed had decided that there were better 
looking divers on the Samuel Irvin 3 and hitched 
a ride back into Dartmouth with them….There was 
a story of a prop being fouled and he went to help 
out while we recovered their divers but he soon 
returned to the fold when he discovered that the 
\RXQJ�ODG\�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�
The skipper had his own air station a few miles out 
RI�'DUWPRXWK�DQG�LW·V�VXUSULVLQJ�KRZ�HDJHU�SHRSOH�
ZHUH� WR� KHOS� RXW�ZLWK� WKH� ÀOOLQJ� �DV� LW�PHDQW� WKH\�
GLGQ·W�KDYH�WR�ZDON�XS�WKH�KLOO���



 

Unfortunately Sunday dawned very windy and we were unable to dive the wrecks planned and ended up 
diving on two more reefs. There is no photographic evidence but dolphins came to visit the boat whilst 
divers were under the water on the second dive.
We had hoped to dive on the Monday but this was not to be and diving was cancelled. This did however 
give us time to have a leisurely start and pack up ready for the drive home. 
7KLV�LV�GHÀQLWHO\�RQH�WR�EH�UHYLVLWHG��
A good weekend again despite the weather, thanks to Adam, Keith, Steve, Sharon, Sonja, Tristan, Eddie, 
Janice and Chris for your company.

Dartmouth
Carolynn

HMS Northcoates
This steel armed trawler was built for the Royal Navy in 1918 by Cocks & Co at Falmouth, and was 
launched the following year as the 277 ton HMS George Corten, 124ft long with a beam of 23ft.
She started life as HMS George Corten in 1919, sold by the Navy in 1921 she spent some time as a 
ÀVKLQJ�WUDZOHU�FDOOHG�=HQFRQ��,Q������WKH�1DY\�UHFODLPHG�KHU�DQG�UHQDPHG�KHU�DV�+06�1RUWKFRDWHV��
She was being used as a minesweeper throughout WW2, then on 1st December 1944 a failed engine 
and rough weather resulted in her loss. 
HMS Northcoates is the clubs adopted wreck as part of the NAS Dive with a purpose initiative that 
was introduced in 2000 as a way of encouraging the gathering and dissemination of information. 
She lies upright in at 26m on a sandy seabed and makes an interesting wreck tour with a 12 pounder 
gun on the bow deck. Weather permitting the club makes several dives a year from the rib, launching 
out of Littlehampton. 
For more information about visiting the Northcoates visit:
http://www.divernet.com/wreck-tours/p301636-wreck-tour:-77hms-northcoates.html



 

Saturday 8th August saw early start for 8 MVSAC 
club members. We met up at Swanage Pier at 
8am, parked up 2 vehicles, loaded the dive gear 
into them and went for a delicious breakfast at the 
Seagull café.  
From here we headed up to Leeson house and 
met up with Gerry and Paul our instructor for the 
weekend. 
We spent a fascinating morning in the classroom 
DV�ZH�ZHUH� OHG� WKURXJK� WKH� FODVVLÀFDWLRQ� RI�PD-
rine life. We learnt that dog whelks have a modi-
ÀHG�UDGXOD�ZKLFK�WKH\�XVH�WR�ERUH�LQWR�WKH�VKHOOV�RI�

their prey. Once they have made a very neat hole, 
they secrete paralysing and digestive enzymes, 
WXUQ�WKH�VKHOOÀVK�LQWR�VRXS��DQG�WKHQ�VXFN�LW�EDFN�

up with their proboscis. 
We learnt that limpets secrete slime to make their 

way back “home” after a hard day grazing on al-
JDH��$OVR���WKDW�LW·V�DFWXDOO\�2.�WR�JLYH�WKLQJV�D�JHQ-
WOH�SRNH�ZKLOVW�GLYLQJ� LI�\RX·UH� WU\LQJ� WR�ÀQG�RXW� LI�

´WKDW�WKLQJµ�LV�D�VSRQJH�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�

Aly had organised a scrumptious lunch which we 
enjoyed in the grounds of Leeson House. 
We headed back to the pier and kitted up ready for 
our dive, which was to start further along than the 
usual point of entry. With the sun blazing down on 
us, I looked enviously at my friends in wetsuits as 
,�SXOO�P\�GU\�VXLW�RQ��1RW�WR�ZRUU\��,�GLGQ·W�VWD\�GU\�

IRU�ORQJ�

We had a lovely long relaxed dive under Swanage 
pier, collecting samples which we put in our bags 
UHDG\�IRU�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�ODWHU��:H�VDZ�WRPSRW�EOHP-
mies, velvet swimming crabs, a large clam, pipe 
ÀVK�DQG�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�H[LW��-DQHW�DQG�0LNH�VDZ�

D�KXJH�EDUUHO�MHOO\ÀVK��

Marine ID 
Sonja



 

We all emerged with our bags full ready to head 
EDFN�XS�WR�WKH�ÀHOG�FHQWUH��

Gerry and Paul had tables set up outside and we 
had a great time identifying our hydroids, bryozoans 
and sea squirts under the microscopes. 
We made our way to Swanage youth hostel, a beau-
tiful converted victorian house with wood panelling 
in the lounge and games room. We cleaned up and 
KHDGHG�RXW�IRU�ÀVK�DQG�FKLSV��

On Sunday we spent another half day in the class-
URRP�DQG�ÀQLVKHG�RII�ZLWK�D�TXL]�WR�WHVW�KRZ�PXFK�RI�WKH�LPSDUWHG�NQRZOHGJH�ZH·G�PDQDJHG�WR�UHWDLQ��

,·P�SOHDVHG�WR�UHSRUW��ZH�GLG�2.�

Thanks to Janet, Mike, Tristan, Hilary, Aly, Peggy Janice for a fun weekend.

Marine ID 
Sonja



 

Dive Stats
Keith

Top 10 Divers No of dives 
1 Adam Royce 59 
2 Steve Pavey 52 
3 Carolynn Royce 50 
4 Mike Naylor 40 
5= Keith James 37 
5= Sonja Wood 37 
7 Tristan Wood 34 
8 Janice Wilson 32 
9 Eddie Fassnidge 31 
10 Chris Knight 28 
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Top 10 UK  Divers No of dives 
1 Adam Royce 34 
2 Steve Pavey 28 
3 Carolynn Royce 25 
4 Eddie Fassnidge 23 
5 Chris Knight 20 
6 Keith James 17 
7= Janice Wilson 15 
7= Mike Naylor 15 
9 Champ Tennakoon 12 
10 David Edwards 11 
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