Dive Marshals Responsibilities

On a diving expedition certain responsibilities of the Diving Officer are necessarily delegated to the Dive Marshal, particularly if the Diving Officer is not present on the expedition

SAFETY

The Dive Marshal is responsible for the safety of those taking part in the expedition. This gives him/her the right and the duty to cancel diving if conditions warrant it.

A careful watch should be made for high winds, heavy seas, strong currents and fog. Diving should not be permitted in areas that are known to be dangerous such as tide races, shipping channels, harbour entrances, weirs, pipe inlets and very deep water.

Though doing everything possible to ensure the safety of the member, in the event of the member needing medical attention it is the dive marshal’s duty to ensure that it is obtained promptly.

EXPERIENCE

Individual divers should be prevented from diving if they do not have the necessary experience for the prevailing conditions.

When making out the dive list, it should be borne in mind that it is necessary to pair a novice or weak diver with someone who is more experienced.

A novice’s first few dives should be in shallow water and members should not dive unless they have completed the SAA aqualung training programme leading to open water experience.

HEALTH

Even experienced divers should not be allowed to dive if the dive marshal thinks they are unfit to do so due to sickness, hangover or any other condition that would put them or their buddies at risk. It is not their risk alone! They may place their buddies in danger and become a liability to the dive marshal.

The dive marshal has the right to deny the member permission to dive with the club if there is good reason.

EQUIPMENT

As far as possible the dive marshal should ensure that all equipment used is in proper working order. In particular the dive marshal must check that the boat is correctly assembled, the engine is in good working order and that ALL SAFETY EQUIPMENT HAS BEEN PUT ON BOARD.

Above all, it is essential to check before each trip that there is sufficient fuel in the tank.

The boat handlers and their assistants are chosen by the dive marshal who must ensure they are responsible and capable of carrying out their duties.

If any items of club diving equipment are loaned to a member, they should be carefully checked before that member uses them. It is especially important to remove and examine life jacket cylinders.

The dive marshal should prevent members from diving with equipment that is observed to be inadequate or unsafe. This includes equipment owned personally by the diver or equipment he has borrowed from another diver or hired from another source.

DIVING

The primary responsibility of the dive marshal is to arrange safe diving for the members. If the chosen site is “washed out”, endeavours should be made to find an alternative.

If two or more members wish to dive and it is safe for them to do so, then diving may take place. Cold, dirty water is not in itself sufficient cause to cancel diving. Neither is a dive marshal’s personal preference for an early return. A club exists to provide safe and enjoyable diving for the members.

A good dive marshal will remember at all times that he/she is responsible for the safety of the group and be prepared to cancel a days diving if conditions are not suitable.
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